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Amendments to the Claims : 

This listing of the claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the application. 



Listing of Claims: 

1. (presently amended) A safety syringe sealing system, the system comprising: 

a safety syringe having a barrel, a needle, a plunger and a needle sheath, wherein 

the needle sheath is movable relative to the barrel and the needle between a retracted position 

where the needle is exposed, to an extended position where the needle is protected, the needle 

sheath d e fining having an open end defined therein ; and 

a plug that is engageable with the needle sheath at the open end thereof when the 

needle sheath is in the extended position. 



2. (original) The system of claim 1, wherein the needle sheath is tubular. 

3. (presently amended) The system of claim 21, wherein the tubular-needle sheath, when in 
the extended position^ is locked and prevented from returning to the retracted position. 

4. (presently amended) The system of claim 21, wherein the tubular-needle sheath is 
capabl e of sliding longitudinally b e tw ee n th e r e tract e d position and tho ext e nd e d position 
and may b e includes means for retated -rotating the needle sheath about the barrel of the 
safety syringe to lock the tubular-needle sheath in the extended position. 

5. (presently amended) The system of claim 1, wherein the plug includes at least one 
receptacle to e ngag e an out e r circumf e r e nc e accommodate a portion of the needle sheath. 

6. (presently amended) The system of claim 1, wherein the plug includes a cylindrical 
portion having at least one flange that extendiftgs radially outward there from the 
cylindrical portion to and that e ngag e contacts an inner circumf e rence surface of the 
needle sheat h when the plug is engaged with the needle sheath . 
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7. (presently amended) A safety syringe soaling The system , tho system comprisin g of claim 
1 3 further comprising^ 

a saf e ty syring e having a barrel, a n e edle, a plunger and a noodl e sh e ath, wh e r e in 
the ne e dl e sh e ath is movabl e b e tw e en a retract e d position wh e re the noodl e is expos e d, to an 
ext e nded position wh e r e th e n ee dl e is protected and the ne e dle sh e ath d e fining an op e n e nd; 

a plug that is engag e able with th e ne e dl e sheath wh e n the n ee dle shoath is in th e 
ext e nd e d position; and 

a pharmaceutical pig having a base and a cap, the base and cap each having a 
hollow center section that is capable of r e c e iving accommodating a portion of the safety syringe. 

8-12. (not entered) 

13. (original) The system of claim 7, wherein the base and cap of the pharmaceutical pig 
interact to seal the safety syringe within the pharmaceutical pig. 

14. (presently amended) A method for s e aling of using a safety syringe system, the method 
comprising: 

sMmg -moving a needle sheath of a safety syringe from a retracted position where 
a needle of the safety syringe is exposed, to an extended position where the needle is protected, 
the needle sheath d e fining having an open end defined therein ; and 

engaging a p lug ging wk hthe open end of the needle sheath when the needle 
sheath is in the extended position. 

15. (presently amended) The method of claim 14, furth e r including locking th e n ee dl e 
sh g nth hnving n tiihnlnr whnp e ., wh e n th e ne e dle sh e ath is in the e xt e nd e d position to wherein the 
moving of the needle sheath includes preventing the needle sheath from returning to the retracted 
position aft e r the n ee dl e sh e ath is slid from th e r e tract e d position to th e extended position . 

16. (presently amended) A-Th^method for scaling a safety syringe comprising: of claim 14, 
wherein the plugging of the open end of the needle sheath includes 
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sliding a n ee dl e sheath from a r e tract e d position wh e re a n ee dl e is e xpos e d, to an 
extend e d position wher e th e n ee dle is prot e ct e d, th e ne e dl e shoath defining an op e n e nd; and 

engaging a plug around an outer circumference of the needle sheath p roximate the 
open end there of the needle sh e ath when the needle sheath is in the extended position. 

17. (not entered) 

18. (presently amended) AThgjnethod for plugging a saf e ty syringe comprising: ofclaim 
14, wherein the plugging of the open end of the needle sheath includes 

sliding a tubular noodl e sh e ath from a r e tract e d position wh e r e a n ee dl e is 
expos e d, to an e xt e nded position wh e re th e n ee dl e is prot e cted, th e tubular needl e sh e ath 
defining an open end; 

locking the tubular ne e dl e sheath into th e e xtend e d position; and 
engaging a plug, having a cylindrical portion and at least one flange extending 
radially therefrom, with the open end of the needle sheath in the e xt e nd e d position . 

19. (presently amended) A -The method for plugging a safety syringe comprising: 

sliding a tubular n ee dl e sh e ath from a r e tract e d position where a needle is 
e xpos e d, to an e xt e nd e d position wh e re th e n ee dle is protected, th e tubular ne e dl e sh e ath 
d e fining an op e n e nd; 

locking th e tubular n ee dl e sh e ath into th e extend e d position; and of claim 14, 
wherein the plugging of the open end of the needle sheath includes 

engaging a plug, having at least one u-shaped receptacle^ with an outside 
circumference of the needle sheath in the e xt e nd e d position . 

20. (presently amended) A method for s e aling of using a safety syringe system, the method 
comprising: 

inserting a plug in a hollow center section of a base of a pharmaceutical pig 

having a cap; 

stiding- moving a needle sheath of a safety syringe from a retracted position where 
a needle of the safety syringe is exposed to an extended position where the needle is protected, 
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the needle sheath d e fining having an open end defined therein through which the needle passes 
during the moving of the needle sheath from the retracted position to the extended position ; 

inserting the safety syringe with th e needle sh e ath into the hollow center section 
of the base of the pharmaceutical pig^aa d, wherein the inserting of the safety syringe includes 

engaging the sheath p lug in the pharmaceutical pig with open end of the needle 
sheath at the open end thereof to plug the open end of the needle sheath, the needle sheath being 
in the extended position during the engaging of the sheath plug with the needle sheath , 

21 . (presently amended) The method of claim 20, further including locking the needle 
sheath , having a tubular shap e , when the needle sheath is in the extended position to prevent the 
tubular-needle sheath from returning to the retracted position aft e r the n e edl e sh e ath is slid from 
th e r e tracted position to firomthe extended position. 

22. (presently amended) The method of claim 21 , wherein the locking of the needle sheath 
fethe^includes rotating the needle sheath about the barrel of the safety syringe. 

23. (presently amended) The method of claim 22, wh e r e in the inserting the saf e ty syringe 
with th e n ee dl e sh e ath into th e hollow c e nter s e ction of th e bas e of th e pharmac e utical pig further 
includ e s comprising sealing the base and a_cap of the pharmaceutical pig together to contain the 
safety syringe within the pharmaceutical pig. 

24. (presently amended) ^Thernethod for r,oaling a safety syringe comprising: of claim 20, 
wherein 

inserting a plug in a hollow cent e r section of a base of a pharmac e utical pig 

having a cap; 

sliding a ne e dl e sheath from a r e tract e d position to an extended position wh e r e th e 
n ee dl e is protect e d, the needl e sheath d e fining an op e n end; 

ins e rting th e saf e ty syring e with th e needle sh e ath into th e hollow c e nt e r s e ction 
of th e bas e of th e pharmac e utical pig; and 

the engaging of the sheath plug with the needle sheath includes engaging the 
sheath p lug with an outside circumference of the needle sheath in the extend e d position . 
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25-31. (not entered) 



32. (new) The method of claim 20, wherein the engaging of the sheath plug with the needle 
sheath includes contacting the needle sheath with at least one flange that extends radially from 
the sheath plug. 

33. (new) The method of claim 20, wherein the sheath plug includes at least one u-shaped 
receptacle. 
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